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First, what problems does Audius address?

Currently:
- 12% of revenue goes to 

artists

- 47%-51% of revenue goes 
to NFL and NBA players

- Too Many Middle Men!
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More issues Audius addresses

- Complicated Licensing, 
Publishing rights

- The C-word: Censorship 
of derivative content

- If this looks unbearably 
complicated, it’s because 
it is
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Evil Spotify

They don’t pay artists 
royalties based on 
streaming rates

Spotify by itself takes 30% 
of revenues, the other 70% 
goes to record labels
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The Centralized Big Wigs Have Too Much Power
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The Centralized Big Wigs Have Too Much Power
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Audius solves all these problems!

No centralized authority 
censoring90% of artists’ 

revenue goes to them
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Audius: The Basics

- Directly support and interact with 
the Artists you love

- Artists decide how their content is 
permissioned

- Aligns the goals of the consumer 
and the artist

- Democratizes the music industry 
Real power to real people

“Top 5 user 
created 
playlists are 
distributed 
100 $AUDIO 
per week”

10



Oregon Blockchain Group

Audius: The Basics

Artists are able to run their 
own Content Node giving 
them autonomy over how 
to permission their music
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What is the benefit for users? 

Governance allows 
decentralized say in their 
roadmap

Governance weight is 
based not solely on token 
volume but use and activity 
as well.
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… to create account, and 
stream most current 
content
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How do You use $AUDIO 

- Stake 
$AUDIO is staked as 
collateral to run nodes 
that secure the network 
and provide content  
(discovery and content 
nodes). 

- Hold
Unlock features and 
content

- Use
Vote and propose protocol 
changes
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Audius works for non-crypto users

A common barrier to entry 
for a lot of decentralized 
protocols is that users need 
currency to interact with 
the protocol

You don’t with Audius

“From survey data, a vast 
majority of audius users 
have no prior crypto 
experience”
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March 13th, 2021
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Every Audius user gets a Hedgehog wallet

- Hedgehog is an 
open-source Ethereum 
wallet. 

- Embedded directly when 
people sign up with the 
platform

- “invisible” crypto 
integration. 
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Nodes

Content node 
content is uploaded to nodes 
which host content and 
permission access to content 
on behalf of artists.

Note: AudSP is on IPFS, but will 
be on FileCoin or Storj or 
Swarm... 

 

Discovery node
Discovery nodes pick up 
content and aggregate it 
across different discovery 
nodes so that users find the 
tracks by genre, artist, release 
date ect.
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How do Artists use it?

Artists own the relationship 
with their audience

Distribution of content 
decided when and how by 
them (not record labels)

It's theoretically possible 
to create any kind of rule 
for unlocking music !

Can run their own content 
nodes
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The team behind it
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The Dream Team

Forrest Browning Roneil Rumberg
Co-Founder & CEO Co-Founder & CPO
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What they’ve done

- Early 
investors in 
Lightning 
Labs

- Stanford CIS 
- Active in BTC 

network in 
early 2011

- Engineer at 
KPCB 
(2015-2017)
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The Corporate Believers
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Who is on Audius? 

- 100,000+ artists
- Skrillex
- Russ
- deadmau5
- Diplo
- MadeinTYO
- Odesza
- many, many, more
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The future
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Looking forward to 2022 and beyond

1. Gatekeeping mechanism

2. Native NFT support

3. Social tokens

4. Partnership with TikTok
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NFT Support

Display your NFT’s from 
your MetaMask or 
Phantom Wallets

Silver Tier (holding 1000 
$AUDIO) is needed
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Social Tokens

- Artists’ personal “currency”
- Unlock content
- Backstage passes
- The sky’s the limit really...
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“The announcement of their partnership with TikTok surged 
their market cap past 1B” - CNBC

Allows its artists to upload 
their music to TikTok to be 
used in videos (last August).

TikTok reported that 75% of 
its US users say that they 
use the app as a means of 
discovering new music.

28



Numbers



Oregon Blockchain Group

Tokenomics

$AUDIO is an 
ERC-20 token

Built on both Ethereum 
and Solana
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Tokenomics

PoS (7 day unbonding)

By staking:
- Security
- Governance
- Tool Access (such as 

ST’s)
7-11% Staking Rewards
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Tokenomics

~7% emission rate, but is governable
Currently Inflationary
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Statistics
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Statistics

Market cap: $1,285,610,633

Market Rank: #93

24h volume:  $188,690,125.88
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Numbers - YTD Market Cap $1.20B
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Numbers - YTD $AUDIO Price $2.33

$4.28 
ATH

36



Competition



Oregon Blockchain Group

Possible competition

OPUS
- 2018 Whitepaper
- as of Sept., only 1000 artists
- No recent updates on progress

eMusic
- 2019 Whitepaper
- Artists receive 50% of revenue
- Focused on purchasing tracks, 

but does incorporate streaming
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Not a music 
streaming 
service. 

NFTs

Same industry
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Points to acknowledge

- The network effect 
(Metcalfe’s Law)

- On Ethereum (for now…)

- Minimum staking for 
node operators

- $AUDIO tokens are issued 
at a rate of 7% per year, 
with proceeds 
automatically distributed 
on-chain to node operators
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Valuation/Recommendation

0.5 ETH 0.25 ETH 
Stake

0.25 ETH
Hold
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Clarifications?
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